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L, At @ meeving oF the unity compitiee ol wne fantifa® bl
24 November 1947, which war attended by Wil
Talter Ulbricht, Arthur Lieutenant, Di. fug

Ernst Lemumer, and Ottc Nuschke, Ralser voliced his opposi

any measure conceived by the committes for the presenbatbi

plea for German unity to the forelgn ministers In Loandon.

that he nad discussed the matter fully with Dr. Josef ML}

chairman of the Bavarian ¢8U, and was persuaded that suc

would be 1inadvisable, not because of its nature, butl becan
source. Western Germany, already susplciéus of Russian infl

in the Bast, would interpret the move as a Russian propagar i

and as an indication of the complete subzervience of all marties

of the eastern zone to the occvpying power and the SED. 1

of heated arguments and various accuszticns made by the “ED ]

in particular, Kaiser remained firm ir this position.

'z Congrecs
o«

it

2. Three days later the plens for the Vclikskongress (Psople
* for Unity and e Lasting Peace} were zunouvhced by the SED
offices throughout the Ruszizn Zone did thelr vtmest to
success of the congress. Pulpanov informed Pleck snd
that it was the last cpportunity of the SED %o prove i1%s o
the congress should feil, the party would forfeit SHA4 Da
view of CDU opposition, it seemed particularly important
Russians that the congress have firm LDP support. A&s a
Arthur Bretschneider, chairman of -the LDP. in Saxcony, who
before had expressed digsatisfection with Wilhelm Kilw's
policy, was prevented from sttending tha meeting of the P
Executive Committee in Berlin on 1 December which decided ¢
to be taken by the LDP on the issue. Party headquariers in
burg, Thuringia, Brandenburg, and Saxcny-Anhalt uromlised the
their unconditionsl cooperation. The exscutlive commitien
went smoothly and according to plan. Major Gelovehiner o
was present. After a long speech by EKlilz recomuending pa
various opinions were azdvanced. A dlgsenting voice i '
that of Dr. Palter Xunze, Minlster of Finance in Branderl:
contended that the Volkskongress wag purely an SED affsir.
theless, his objection was overridder. and the 07 3 G In

of szending delegates, o . ,hh,
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The greatest difficulties were encountered by the SMA and the SED
in thelr attempts to persuade CDU leaders to support the congress.
CDU leaders on all levels in the Bastern Zone were approached
repeatedly by the 8MA and told the following: Full cooperation
for the Berlin Vcikskongress is oxpected. This conference will
determine  future Rusgian policy In Germanp and those who refuse
to sttend may hold themselves reaponsible 1f the policy proves

to be a herd one. The SMA is not .absolutely opposed to Kaiser,

but feels that he has been misguided by western influcnccs. This
iz the opportunity for the lower party u&its to indicate to the
Psrty Executive Gommittee in Berlin that they are displeased with
the eourse which Kaiger 1s pursuing. .

Professor. Hugo- Hickmann, chairman of the CDU in Saxony, was sub-

jected to’ particular pressure when CDU headquarters stated its
_intention of backing Kaisg

Eaiger and voting against the Volkskongress.

| Dr. Wilhelm Wolf, CDU cheirman in Brendenburg,

wag required by the SMA in Potadam to send telegrams to county
committees announcing the participation of the Brandenburg CDU

in the Volkskongress, In Thuringia Russian policy received un-
conditional approval of the CDU when Vilhelm Bachem, Minister of
Transportation, and Rilcker pointed out to their colleagues that
diaagreem&nt'might endanger their personal security. Dr. Reinhold
Lobedenz, chairman of the Mecklenburg CDU, assured the SMA that

ne would vote in favor of the Volkskongress. Therefore, on the

eve of the CDU Bxecutive Committee meeting many party members feared
that Kaiser would be obliged to reverse his décision.

At the meeting an embarrsssing moment occurred when Xaiser protested
against the presence of the SMA political officer, Ceptaln Kratin,
who ncvertheless remained, instructing Kaiser to sﬁeak freely.
Kaiser 4id so, outlining his objections to the Volkskdngress in
full. As a compromise measure, Dr. Leo Herwegen suggested that

the SED be requested to postpone the congress and put 1t on a
broader basis; Muschke, who had been visited by Captain Kratin the
previous day, proposed that the party, while not actually appointing
delegates, give the Volkskongress 1ts public approval. The final
decision wes that the party would not send delegates but would
permit individusl members to attend, in view of the difficult cir-
cumstances in which persons residing in the Pussian Zone might
otherwise find themselves.

No particular pressure was brought to bear upon the Berlin SPD to
force 1t 'to approve the congress. Loulse SchrBder and Dr. Otto
Suhr were invited to make the opening address, but both declined
on the ground that persons holding elective offices mey not parti-
cipate officially in a publlc gathering of this nature which has
not been approved by all partiesg. :
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